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The monftrous Step taken by the Party who Oppofe the French Trade, that they now affert 
that We lofe by our Trade to Spain. 
Another Letter from Backftroke, calling them back to Defend their Scheme, which they 





would fain run away from. 
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T is ufual, in the Crimes of Men, for us to run 
from one Degree to another: From a Pinto a 
Point, is an old Saying, to warn Children againft 
Thieving. If the Devil ffould prompt us to the 

erofleft Wickednefs at firft, he would frighr us, not 
tempt us; and rather give us an Antidote againft, than 
an Allurement to the Evil he defigns us for. 

Juft thus it is with the Writers againft the French 
Commerce; and it is a full Proof of the Defign of 
thofe who Employ them, who acting the true Method 
that the Devil takes, as above, began with the French 
Trade only as athing fpecious, and for which they 
might feem to have fomerhing to fay; but having hard- 
ned their Infruments in the Prattice of Railing by the 
Clamour at one Trade, they advance as they find them 
capable, clap them on the Back, and halloo them on 
to fall upon every thing that comes in their way: And 
the next Step they are put upon, is to Juftify the Old 
Cheat of their Fathers fo often Expofed, ( viz.) the 
SCHEME. Atter this, being fully enter'd and prepa- 
sed to flick at nothing, they are come to the maddeft 
Extreme that ever was heard of, ( viz.) to prove that 
We are LOSERS BY THE TRADE to Spain, that ne 
take more Goods from Spain than they take hus us, that 
the Ballance ¢f Trade ts againff ws there too, and we are 
fain to pzy Money to Spain every Tear to make it good, to 
our great Lofs end paper 

Let any one judge between thefe Men and the MER- 
CATOR, if the Writer of thefe things is not fit to ar- 
gue for the Alchoran againft the New Teftament, if he 
is not qualified to detend any Abfurdity he is put upon, 
who acknowledging he does not under ftand it bimjelf, will 
faffer himfelf to be Impofed upon in fuch a manner by 
other Men, as to Publifh that we Pay Money to Spain 
yearly, and Trade with them to our Lofs. What the 
Defign of this is, any one may tell; the Defign of the 
Writer I do not mean, we know what his Defign is, 
(viz.) his Poy: But the Defign of his Party is plain, 
as the MERCATOR has often expreft it, (viz. ) 
Not to argue for the Good and Advantage of their 
Country, but to Oppofe every thing the prefent Go- 
vernment thinks fit to Negotiate, right or wrong, 
EVEN BECAUSE they ‘have Negotiated it; and for 
no other Reafon: So that w!en the Treaty to Spain is 
made publick, they fland ready to Clamonr at it as much 
as they do at the French Treaty, and would do the like 
by any Treaty in the World, and any Trade in the 
World, that this Government were to have a hand in. 

Ir is confeft they have undertaken a Task now which 
the World never heard of before: It will be News 
upon the Exchange of London, which it is ceitain was 


never heard there till Y/ferday; for Yefterday it was 
publithed in Print, and never before, in thefe Words, 
(viz.) 1 ASSERT we have a lojing Trade with SPAIN, 
by taking off more of their Commodities than they take off 
df ours. Monjrum Firrendum! Had ever Man the 

ace to talk thus before! Are there not a thouifand 
Merchants upon the Exchange will give him the Lye by 
their own Expesience! What will not fuch a Party 
venture upon! And what muft we believe from them 
afrer it! , 

But thee MERCATOR mutf let it reft a little, to 
make Room for our Friend to give him a Back-ftroke 
upon another Account; and fhall return to him in the 
next MERCATOR. 


To the Mercator. 


‘ SCHEME! SCHEME! Why don’t they anfiver for 
‘“ their SCHEME ? Why do they not go on with 
© the Defence of their SCHEME ? What, is my Friend 
© Hurry Martin run aground with his SCHEME alrea+ 
‘dy ? Has he given it over at one Attack? Has the 
‘ Learned Lawyer no Shift left? Is this old hunted Hare 
‘found at laft without a Meufh? This is very odd in- 
* deed! What muft be the Reafon of it! Forchead and 
‘ Brafs we are fure neither he nor his Party can want, 
* he will find innumerable Vouchers to their Charaéter 
“thar way ; Shuffles and Quibbles if his Profeflion of @ 
¢ Juggler in the late Parliament-Eleétions did not fupply 
‘him, his Club, who bid him fay that Freight to Por. 
‘tugal in times of Peace were at 41. per Ton, could 
‘nor fail to furnith him ; if ill Language, Giving the 
‘Lye, and Calling Names would fetch him off, he 
‘ would not have fail’d as plentiful a Diftillation of that 
‘upon me as he has beftow’d already upon the MER- 
‘ CATOR, and upon other Men who never {poke to 
‘him in their Lives, in Print or otherwife: But none 
* of all thefe will do here, he has undertaken to juftity 
‘the Scheme, and brought a Witnefs to Vouch for ir. 
© The Wirnefs he brought has honefily Condemn’d & 
‘ for a Political Baflard, begotten by Parties againit the 
‘Court, born a Cheat, and made ufe of by a Faction 
‘40 Years ago to DISTURB and DEFAME the Ge- 
© Yernmei’. 

© Thus it Fares with the SCHEME, and with HARRY 
© MARTIN ts Champion; which puts me in mind of 
©a Trial not many Years fince at the Old-Baily, when a 
© Fellow was Indi@ed and Tried for a notorious Theft’: 
‘ To bring him off, one of the Newgate Sollicitars puss 
‘ hin upon getting fome-body to appear to his Repu- 
‘tation Lhe poor Fellow told him he knew no-body 
* but 
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¢ but an old Mafler he had lived with formerly, and he 
‘ doubred whether he would appear for him or no: 
‘ Never fear it, fays the Newgate LAWYER ; 1 war- 
«rant thee he will be willing to fave thy Lite, and I'll 
¢ put Words into his Mouth; if he be a good-nattir’d 
¢ Gentleman, he will be loth to fay any Ill of thee: Ac- 
« cordingly this foolifh Lawyer brings 4Gentleman upon 
« his Oath, not confidering he was to be fworn, to f7, 
‘rhe Trath, and the whole Trath, &c. and fo he forced 
‘the Gentleman to Hang the poor Fellow his Client 
‘whether he would or no; and to fwear what a Vil- 
‘ Jain he had been to him; that he had Robb'd his Houfe, 
“got his Maid with Ghild, Rid away with Two of his 
‘ Horfes, and the like. Thus the Thief was Condemned. 
¢ Burt the Judge, after Sentence pronounc’d, fpeaking to 
‘the Prifoner, ask’d him, Who advifed him to call in his 
‘ Mafler to fpeak to his Reputation? My Lanyer, fays 
‘the Thicf, Why then thy Lanyer has crt, thee, fays 
‘the Judge ; and turning to the Newgate-Lawyer, fays 
‘the ludge, Friend, Thou ha/t but forrily earn’d thy Fees of 
© this poor Man; at which he was hifs’d out of Court. 

‘This feems to be my Friend Harry Martin’s Cafe 
© exactly, and indeed he has but forrily earn’d bis Fees, 
‘ for he hag Hang’d his Client ; he has brought up an 
© Fvidence here, the Jnfpeétor.General, to {peak for his 
* beloved SCHEME, which very Evidence has proved 
“it to be the erranteft Cheat that ever was known, and 
© has Condemned it to the utmoft Ignominy and Con- 
* tempt. | 

. * And now the Shuffler, to cover the Shame, has call’d 

another Caufe, and is running Divifions upon the 
© French Prohibitions and Reftriftions, and would fain 
‘call his Readers off from the thing in Hand: But it 
© will notdo Coufin Harry at all; Let us difpatch One 
¢ thing firft, don’t double and turn with us ; Keep where 
‘you were; we cannot part with you till you have true 
¢ Anfiver made to fuch Queftions as fhall be asked you, 
© (viz.) Is your Old S@HEME a Cheat, or is it not ? Is 
6 the Evidence given againft it by the Commiffioners of 
¢ the Cuftoms Clear and Direét, or is it not? Is the 
© InfpeEtor-General, whom, like the Nengate-Sollicitor, 
¢ you call'd up to fpeak for your Client, is he for or 
¢ againft you? Has he Condemned your SCHEME for a 
© Thief, or has he not? Does it appear by his Evidence 
¢ that it was made ufe of by thole People on purpofe 
¢to DEFAME and DISTURB the Government, or 
‘does it not? Speak to the point Mr. Martin, and 
© for once leave off Shuffling, left you get fuch a Name 
© for it that all you fay fhould pafs for Nothing. 

¢ As to your Difcourfe about Vifiting our Manufic- 
€ tures when they come to France, Exceptions of Goods 
‘out of the Tariff of 1664, which the Mercator al- 
‘wavs faithfully mention’d, and fuch like, 1 promife 
“Mr. Martin, he thall have a full Anfwer to al thefe, 
‘and an Anfwer that would Silence any Body but a 
* Newgate-Sollicitor and himfelf : But, as the old Song 
‘fays, of all things in Order, firji God fave the Queen ; 
© firft ler Mr. Marin fpeak to the Queftion in Hand, 
thor w, to the SCHEME! Mr. Martin, to the 
© SCHEME ! 


‘ Befides, it is his own Queftion, it is not Ours, it 


‘ Cattle that die of this new Diflemper, fo decp under 
¢ Ground, that it might be fure never to Infect any 
© Body ; but in comes Mr. Martin, fluthd with the 
©vanity of conceited Vistorics, and he Spirits this 
¢ Ghoft up again; and now, as the young Witches they 
¢ fay are frighted at, and run away from the Devils of 
‘their own raifing, fo this Champion fhuns the Evil 
© Speétre, and flies from his own Inchantment. 

©ket him come back to his SCHEME, and either 
¢ defend it, or give it up 4 fecoud time, Ic it be fet up 
as a Tefi of bis Party, and he ait tis CLUB come 
‘ wily into the Lift of thofe who, the Ln{pediur-Ceneral 





‘fays, make ufe of dat Scheme only «0 DEFAME 14 
© DISTURB the Governmen’. 

* Indeed that SCHEME is of no other ufe, nor can 
it be applied to any other purpofe; tor what are For- 
* genes and fulfe Appearances fitted by their own Na- 
‘ture for, but to amufe’ and diforder the People! 
‘Such is this SCHEME, and fuch I have proved it to 
“be: and it is but too evident that it is thus made ufe 
“of by Mr. Martin and his CLUB, (viz.) Only to DIS- 
© TURB and DEFAME the Government. 

© To be fhort and plain with Mr. Mariin, the SCHEME 
‘is fuch a barefaced open Infolence upon not the Go- 
‘vernment only, but the whole Kingdom, that no 
* Man can be an Honeft Man that would make any 
© fuch ufe of it, as to pafs it for Truth upon the Peo- 
‘ple: Neither can any Honeft Man fpeak in its be- 
‘half. Whar Reputation Mr. Martin expects to get by 
€ dipping his Hands in fucha filthy Jakes he beft knows: 

ppg 1 y 35 
‘but if he comes out of itclean, he will have an Art 
* beyond what Hell has ever yet difcovered to the World. 

© For this Reafon I would fain invite him to a& the 
¢ Fair Dealer with the World ; Come in, and acknow- 
‘ Jedge that he would have'made it out if he could, and 
‘ would fain have fhuffled the Cards his own way, but 
‘ that the SCHEME was fuch a curfed open naked Chear, 
‘that there was no doing it; and fo he was forced to 
‘ give it over. 

¢ This would have fome Ingenuity in it, and, I believe, 
‘if Mr. Martin was Jeft to himfelf, he would do fo. Bur 
‘ there is an old Proverb which deprives me of the ex- 
© pectation ; tho’ I mfighr otherwife hope for it from 
* good Nature and fome Modelly, (viz.) Ze that is Shipp’d 
‘pith the Devil muff Sail Hib the Devil ; fo itis plain, he 
* is embarked in the Caufe, and the Club will not fuffer 
‘him to be Honeft: Such a Circumftance nioves our 
‘Pity, and, would the Iniquity of their Condu& admié 
© it, I fhould be difpofed to fpare him. 

* But they have declared againft giving any Quarter, 
‘or fhewing any good Manners, and fo ought to expeét 
‘none; and therefore unlefs he comes back and confef- 
‘ fes the Point gain’d, and gives up the SCHEME for a 
‘ piece of Party-Roguery, I am obliged to Bombard 
‘ him with it continually ; and, as you did at firft in your 
‘MERCATOR, anfwer all his future Allegarions 
‘and Pretences with nothing but SCHEME! SCHEME! 
‘ Anfwer for your SCHEME! Repent of the Sins of 
‘ your SCHEME! Juftify your SCHEME! Or Bluth for 
‘ your SCHEME! And thelike. 

‘ This, tho’ a Digreffion from my Defign, Tcould not 
* but think neceffiry at this time, that my Friend Afarry 
© Mar ii may northink that when he has givena Challenge 
‘and appointed the Field of Battle, he thall be excufed, 
* and allowed to go another way upon the more weight 
* Affair of a Match at Pufh-pin: Let him yield or fight 
‘it out: The Tariff of 1664, and the Story of the Ex- 
‘ceptions of the tour Species, the Debate about Prohi- 
€ bitions, and what fhall or thall not be efteem’d Goods 
© and Merchandizes of Great-Britain ; Uhefe are nothine 
‘to wht ne were to Talt of ; Thefe are Hiftories of Tom- 
* Thumb, Tales of a Tub, and Stories of a Cock anda 
© Bull, ox like Hidibras’s Tale of the Bear and Fiddle; 1 
‘ mean, as they relate to what is now in Debate. Alas, 
Mr. Martiz, you cali’d me out to an Engigement 
‘about the SCHEME; you challeng'd me in Defence of 
‘your SCHEME ; now pray take notiel amhere. I 
FEOFFRY BAKS TROKE, of i%ellpack-Heil, in 
the County of Woollpzrf, aforefaid, Manufacurer, am 
ready to engage you Henry Martin, late of the Borough 
of Southwark, before you fled from Parliament - Juftice 
Bailiff and Pettyfogger, and your SCHEME: a clear 
Stage and no F.vowr; and, Sir, if you do not meet me 
according to your Challenge, I muft Poft your SCHEME 
up for a Sonof a W——re SCHF ME: and tell you 
at the fame time, that you are an &c. (viz.) All thofe 
hard Names which you know you are ufed to give on 
fuch Otcafions. 
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